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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – Kevin Saito, P.E., LEED AP 

Aloha Fellow ASHRAE Hawaii Chapter 
Members: 
Aloha Fellow ASHRAErs, 
Can you believe that’s Summer’s over and we’re now headed for 
the Fall???  Where did the time go?  Anyway, it’s a good time to 
update you on the goings on of your Chapter: 
  
We sent a strong delegation to the Region X Chapter Regional 
Conference 2012, Berkeley, CA this past Aug.  Our Chapter was 
recognized with multiple awards during the opening night 
banquet; the sign of a healthy, functional chapter fulfilling its 
mission with enthusiastic members.  Although I could not attend 
this year, I’ve received reports from delegation members 
summarizing the many actions and events held during this 
important conference.  Chapter past-president Paul “Scotty” Scott 
again led our delegation and Dean Borges was appointed as our 
Chapter Alternate.  There are many highlights of this past CRC 

and we’ve uploaded the report on the Chapter website for your convenience. 
  

Yes, we moved to a new location so please mark it down and pass it along.  This year, we’re trying 
something different and will meet at the St. Louis Alumni Association Clubhouse on Isenberg Street.  
While the Willows Restaurant has been our gracious host for the past handful of years, we believe this 
new venue will serve our Chapter just as well.  “Old timers” in our Chapter may remember meeting in the 
Flamingo Chuck Wagon Restaurant; some of us might even recall the buffet menu (that never seemed to 
change over all those years!)  The feeling I recall most was of “home away from home”; I felt comfortable 
meeting with our industry giants back then and I’d like to recapture some of that warmth by meeting in a 
more casual setting.  I hope those who have attended the September meeting have some feedback for the 
chapter leadership so we can make your experience more productive and memorable.  Your Chapter 
Program Chair, Kevin Luoma, has worked hard to line up the best speakers and applicable topics and I 
think you will not be disappointed with any of the speakers!  Please remember to fill out the speaker 
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evaluation forms as they help Kevin determine how effective the speakers are and how we may make your 
meeting more productive, informative, and perhaps, more entertaining. 
  
Starting September, the Board of Governors meeting will start 1 hour before the regular chapter meeting at 
the meeting location.  These meetings are open to all members and the chapter leadership encourages full 
and active participation. However, to keep the Board on task, I ask all participants to be respectful and 
constructive during these meetings; an agenda will be posted prior to the Board meeting for your review.  
If you have any matters you would like brought up for discussion, please contact me or any of the officers 
or Board members so we can review and plan accordingly. 
  
Your chapter leadership has been planning multiple events not necessarily technical in nature such as a 
wine education seminar, a billiards tournament, a volleyball tournament, and a future golf tournament 
(gasp, when was the last time your Chapter had a golf tournament?)  And this is just the start of the 
Society Year!  There are other events in the works and we welcome everyone to come out and participate.  
Of course, we also have our Annual Technical Seminar, Refrigeration Tour, Winter Banquet, and the year-
ending Officer Installation Banquet. 
  
On the not too distant horizon, your Chapter will be hosting CRC 2014 in beautiful Honolulu, Hawaii.  It 
takes about 2 years to plan this conference and we’re under way right now.  Although we’ve formed the 
core planning group, we would appreciate your input and help.  There are still so many logistical issues 
and we’d love to have you on board.  If you’re interested, please contact Joseph Ting at 
tingj002@hawaii.rr.com , Marites Calad at mcalad@norman-wright.com , or me at 
kevin@heidecook.com. 
  
Finally, I highly encourage all of you to log in to our new Chapter web site www.ashraehawaiichapter.info 
(NOT DOT COM OR DOT ORG!) and browse around to see what’s happening and what’s happened.  
We not only have the membership directory (that I use frequently to get in touch with associates I’ve lost 
track of), and meeting notices, we also have pertinent news articles that may help you professionally.  If 
you don’t know how to log in to the site, please contact our Chapter Web Master Dean Borges 
deanborges@aol.com for information.  It’s an easy, simple to navigate site to give you all the chapter 
information in one spot. 
  
Mahalo for your continued support and looking forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Kevin Saito, P.E. LEED AP 
  
 

 

mailto:tingj002@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:mcalad@norman-wright.com
mailto:kevin@heidecook.com
http://www.ashraehawaiichapter.info/
mailto:deanborges@aol.com
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Snapshot of Chapter Activities - October 2012 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

       

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

       

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

    BOG mtg 
4:30 pm at 
Da Kitchen 

ASHRAE 
Monthly 
Meeting at 
Da Kitchen 
5:30 pm 

 

 Ashrae 
Volleyball 
tournament 
– Kailua 
Beach Park  
9am to 
Noon 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

   C-More 
Hale Tour – 
8 or 9 am 

   

28 29 30 31    

   Student 
Career Fair 
UHM 

 
 
 
 
 

  

       

    

 
November 7 – Tour of Alakai 
Mechanical 
November 15,2012 – Next mtg 
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UPCOMING CHAPTER MONTHLY MEETING 
Membership Night 

Date: October 18, 2012 (Thursday) 

Where: Da Kitchen (St. Louis Alumni Clubhouse) 

Registration: Starts at 5:30 pm (RSVP Melissa White at 
melissawhite@lumensolar.net or Rocky Moulds at  

Tech Session:  6:00 pm 

Dinner:  Starts at 7:00 pm 

Main Program:  7:30 pm 

Adjournment: 9:00 pm 

Cost: $35 per ASHRAE member; $40 per guest; $55 at the door registration.  
Payment can be made via PayPal at http://ashraehawaiichapter.info  
Otherwise, make check payable to ASHRAE Hawaii Chapter. 

Direction to Da Kitchen Restaurant 

925 Isenberg St 

Honolulu, Hi 

Ph. 957-0099 

 

 

 

mailto:melissawhite@lumensolar.net
http://ashraehawaiichapter.info/
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MAIN PROGRAM 
 

Extreme Event Engineering – Understanding IBC Seismic/Wind 
Requirements and Risks 

(Seismic Bracing Requirements per the newly adopted IBC 2006 and ASCE/SEI Code) 
 
Presentation Overview:   
With the incorporation of IBC 2006 as the standard code for all of Hawaii this year the Seismic and Wind restraint 
requirements are much better defined with IBC 2006 referencing ASCE (American Society of Civil Engineers) 7-05. 
  
This presentation will delve into the following topics:  
 

• What is an Extreme Event 
• Building code history and referencing 
• Other requirements - OSHPD, Miami Dade, etc. 
• Types of restraints to prevent non structural components from overturning or moving that could lead to 

property damage and/or loss of human life. 
• Rules of thumb and industry standards 
• Code terminology review 
• Exemptions and gray areas 
• Wind load/speed requirements for outdoor equipment (IBC 2009 vs. 2012) 
• Tips on how to minimize risk for the engineer and contractor 

 
With Hawaii being in an area where potential extreme events like hurricanes and earthquakes are a definitely reality, 
this presentation will be a can’t miss for engineering consultants, contractors, manufacturer reps and building owners 
to assist in the long term safety of a project. 
 
Speaker: 

Lawrence Turner is a field engineer for Vibro-Acoustics. He is primarily focused on 
conducting coordination meetings and inspections with contractors to ensure building code and specification 
compliance for seismic and wind restraints and vibration isolation. He frequently conducts educational seminars for 
the engineering and contracting communities to help minimize risk regarding seismic and wind restraints.  His 
background includes design, estimating and project management for restraint and vibration isolation systems. He has 
been in the industry for nearly 6 years and he is a current member of ASHRAE (Houston chapter).  
 
About Vibro-Acoustics: 
http://www.vibro-acoustics.com Vibro-Acoustics is a leading manufacturer of Noise Control, Vibration Isolation and 
Restraint Systems.  They will also provide expertise to engineers to ensure the HVAC system will meet the required 
noise criteria in the building and meet the requirements required in IBC 2006. 

http://www.vibro-acoustics.com/
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DOs & DON’Ts TECHNICAL SESSION 
 

Induction Beam Systems 
 

Many engineers are looking for methods to reduce energy consumptions within buildings 
especially with electricity rates creeping above $0.30/kwh nowadays.  One potential method is to 
use Induction Beam Systems manufactured by Carrier. 
This month’s main presentation on induction beam systems will explain how they provide 
individual temperature control and increased system energy efficiency, which may contribute to 
meeting the requirements of the LEED green building certification program.  The unit works by 
taking a source of primary air at an inlet static pressure ranging from 0.4 to 0.8 in. wg.  The air is 
then distributed through a bank of specially designed aerodynamic nozzles and discharges the 
air at a high velocity into a mixing chamber.  This creates a differential pressure which enables a 
draw of room air across the coil.  By doing this the equipment and ductwork sizes can be 
reduced making it easier to fit into a building space.  This also reduces the energy required to 
supply the ventilation air to the building. 

 
Presenter 

 
Lawrence Ahn –  Graduate of Loyola Marymount University, first worked in the construction 
industry, his experience as Project Manager has given him knowledge of construction installation 
practices and project planning in large and small Government and Private contracts.  He is 
currently employed at Carrier Hawaii as a Sales Engineer assisting both design consultants and 
contractors in equipment selection and installation of chilled water, packaged and variable 
refrigerant flow systems.  Achievements include refrigeration and  electrical troubleshooting, 
refrigerant pipe design, VRF commissioning and efficiency sales.  

 
Carrier Corporation – Carrier is part of United Technologies Corp. with 67 manufacturing 
facilities worldwide and the support of nearly 66,000 employees.  Innovation has always been 
one of their core values and today they have nine research and design centers located in five 
countries.  The company was found by Willis Carrier in 1915 who designed the first modern air 
conditioning system. 
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2012-2013 HAWAII CHAPTER – OFFICERS, BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Chapter Chairperson 
Attendance and Reception: Melissa White 
Technology Transfer: Barry Jim On, P.E., LEED AP, CxA 

Programs: Kevin Luoma, P.E. 
Governmental Affairs: Michael Chang 
Refrigeration: Dean Oakley 
Technology: Kevin Ku 
Energy Awards: Mofazzal Mir, P.E. 

Historian: Paul “Scotty” Scott 
Memberships Promotion: Joseph Ting, P.E., CxA 
Newsletter Editor: Bill Lee, P.E., LEED AP 
Research Promotion: Marites Calad 
Student Activities: Scott Le Beau 
Technical Seminar: Herman Siu 
Young Engineers of ASHRAE: Tony Rasabout 
Webmaster: Dean Borges, P.E. LEED AP, CxA 

Chapter Officers 
President: Kevin Saito, P.E. LEED AP 
President-Elect: Barry Jim On, P.E., LEED AP, CxA 
Vice President: William “Bill” Lee, P.E., LEED AP 
Secretary: Donna Kishi 
Treasurer: Dean Borges, P.E., LEED AP, CxA 
 

Chapter Board of Governors 
Paul “Scotty” Scott, (Immediate Past President) 
Blake Araki, P.E. 
Dean Oakley 
Kevin Luoma, P.E. 
Scott La Beau 
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CHAPTER TECH TRANSFER – Barry Jim On, P.E., LEED AP 
 

ASHRAE CTTC Report 
 
Aloha ASHRAE Members – 
 
I had the great  opportunity to attend the CTTC (Chapter Technology Transfer Committee) training 
workshop at the ASHRAE CRC in Berkely, Ca. this past August and was enlightened to say the least.  I 
have been a member of ASHRAE for almost 20 years and I never knew the internal workings of our 
prestigious society.   I was so impressed with the many individuals who give up their valuable time to 
advance our industry so that we may all benefit and become better Engineers and better keepers of our 
environment and society as whole. 
 
 Our ASHRAE society level leaders are a very busy group indeed and it trickles down to all of us at the 
Chapter level.  What I have recognized is that the success of our organization is really dependent on the 
hard work of our volunteers and those who really do care about our industry. 
 
This year as your ASHRAE Hawaii Chapter President-Elect, I have been assigned a very important task of 
being your CTTC chairperson.  I didn’t really know what the CTTC did until just recently, and I would 
like to share what I have learned with you, so that you as members, know what your CTTC is up to and 
how you can possibly help to build the strength of not only our chapter but your own professional 
knowledge through the workings of our CTTC.  
 
The CTTC has a crucial role in the success of not only our chapter and society, but to the industry as a 
whole.  The role of the CTTC is to: 

- Provide relevant programs to our membership for technical education. 
- Inform Chapter Members of Technical and Govt. Issues that affect our industry. 
- Promote Awards related to the CTTC and refrigeration. 
- Assist the Refrigeration Chair to educate and advance refrigeration technology. 

 
In a nutshell, it is the job of the CTTC to relay important information to our membership to ensure you are 
all kept informed of technical advancements, changes in Policy that impact our industry, and recognize 
technical achievement and innovation as it relates to our field of HVACR (Heating , Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning , and Refrigeration).    The following is a summary of CTTC responsibilities for this year: 
 

1. Programs 
 
It is our goal this year to provide our membership with technical programs at our monthly meetings that 
will provide education on the latest technical trends in our industry.  We plan to cover all fields of our 
industry including controls, commissioning, specialty ventilation, chiller plant optimization, trends in 
cooling (chilled beam, etc.), and trends in mechanical construction.   We encourage you to provide us with 
ideas on topics that you want to hear since these programs are for you and we are open to brining in 
speakers that interest you.   Our program chair Mr. Kevin Luoma, P.E. has already lined up some great 
speakers this year including a ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer who will be providing us a presentation in 
January.   We are also working on our annual technical program and seminar that will be held in the 
Spring and will provide you with more information as the planning of this event starts to come together.  It 
will be an exciting year and we hope all of you enjoy and benefit from our programs that we have planned 
for you. 
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2. Government Affairs 

 
Mr. Michael Chang (Past ASHRAE President 2010-2011) is our 2012-2013 Government Affairs chair and 
will be responsible for providing you with updates on legislation, codes, and /or laws that have an impact 
on the HVACR industry.  Believe it or not, there is a considerable amount of legislation and changes to 
codes and standards each year that impact our industry both locally and nationally. Many go under .  Our 
Government Affairs committee will aim to keep abreast of these changes and bring to our attention any 
major developments that we should all be aware of.  This will allow us to have a voice and possibly 
educate the law makers or code writers of our concerns.  Issues like the possible changes to the solar tax 
credit, adoption and changes to energy codes, etc. will be hot topics in the coming years and ASHRAE 
will be at the forefront as the experts and voice for the industry. 
 

3. Refrigeration 
 
The field of refrigeration continues to develop with advances in research and never-ending changes in 
policy.  The continuous development in available refrigerants and the continuous desire to improve 
refrigeration efficiency will fuel development and changes to the industry.  Our refrigeration chair this 
year is Mr. Dean Oakley who will help us keep track of these developments in the refrigeration industry, 
and help to educate our membership through educational tours and programs.   
 

4. Technical/ Energy Awards 
 
Each year we encourage our members to submit for ASHRAE technology awards to show case the great 
work being done in the HVAC industry right here in Hawaii.  We want to show case the innovation and 
technical expertise that we have in Hawaii and show off some of the great projects being constructed in 
our home state.   Winners in our regional competition go on to Society-worldwide competition which can 
bring much recognition to you and your firm and the process can also be a great marketing tool.  Mr. 
Mofazzal Mir is our awards chairperson this year and will help to organize award applications and the 
awards program.   
 
 
Finally, the CTTC will help our chapter achieve as many Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) points 
to bring recognition to our chapter for all the hard work being done by our chapter membership.  The 
PAOE point program is basically a road map for our chapter to have a successful year.  The more PAOE 
points we achieve, the more we have accomplished indicating a successful year for all of our membership 
by bringing you excellent programs, field trips, being active in government policy making, and providing 
educational opportunities.  At the end of the year, the region recognizes chapters for the number of PAOE 
points achieved during the year.  You as members can also help your chapter achieve PAOE points as well 
through your participation in ASHRAE programs.   
 
Did you know that you can participate in ASHRAE’s professional certification programs to help further 
your professional advancement and by doing so, your Hawaii Chapter will also be awarded PAOE points!  
The ASHRAE certification program is an excellent way to show your expertise in the following areas of 
expertise: 
 

1. Building Energy Assessment 
2. Building Energy Modeling 
3. Healthcare Facility Design Professional 
4. Commissioning Process Management 
5. High Performance Building Design 
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6. Operations and Performance Management Professional 
 
We encourage all of you to seek one of these ASHRAE certifications to advance your career and 
professional development.    Having a nationally recognized ASHRAE certification will give you respect 
amongst your peers and confidence by your clients that you are professional and expert in your field.  
Please visit ASHRAE’s website  http://www.ashrae.org/education--certification/certification  to learn 
more about the certification programs.  You will not only help yourself, but your ASHRAE chapter also in 
achieving PAOE points! 
 
I hope all of you have learned a little about the CTTC and we encourage you to help out and participate in 
our programs.   
 
Have a great ASHRAE Year!!! 
 
 
Barry Jim On, P.E. 
CTTC Chairperson 2012-2013 

http://www.ashrae.org/education--certification/certification
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES – Scott LaBeau 
 

October’s events for the Student Activities will include a tour of the C-MORE Hale facility at the UH 
Manoa Campus on October 24th at 8 or 9 am exact time will be sent out in an e-mail flyer, and also the UH 
Job fair which will be held at University of Hawaii Manoa on Wednesday October 31st.   Professor Ting 
has details in the newsletter or can be contacted directly for information.   The Job Fair will be a great 
opportunity to meet the future engineers of our industry and recruit new employees. 
 
The next Student Activity event will take place in November.  
 
Alakai Mechanical has offered to host a tour of their facility for the UH Manoa and HCC Students.   Any ASHRAE 
members would be invited to attend and walk through the facility with the Alakai Representatives.   DMG will have 
a registration table along with coffee and donuts in front of Alakai’s office.   Registration can take place after 
8:30AM for the 9AM tour.   Parking is limited so please carpool if possible.   RSVP’s would be appreciated by 
calling DMG at 268-4065. 
 
DATE:                    November 7 
TIME:                    9AM  
Location:              Alakai Mechanical 
                                2655 WaiWai Loop 
                                Honolulu, HI  96819 
 
The tour will include a trip through the sheet metal fabrication shop as well as the chilled water piping facility.    
Alakai is one of the larger mechanical contractors in Hawaii and has one of the largest sheet metal and piping 
facilities in Hawaii 
    
 The Spring Event will include a tour of the new University of Hawaii Cancer Research Center at the John 
A. Burn’s School of Medicine.   The tour will take place in February or March depending on final 
construction and commissioning of the facility. 

   

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION – Joseph Ting, P.E.,CxA 

We held our 1st Members Night and Students Night on September 20th, the attendance was great (about 50 
members) at our new venue Da Kitchen, the St. Louis School Alumni Club on Isenberg Street.  

At this meeting, we welcomed back our members from the long summer vacation. 

New Student Members 

Four (4) out of fourteen (14) of our new student members from UHM Student Branch participated at this 
attended the September meeting. The new student members [Adam Akui, Jocelyn Gabriel, Cameron 
Grant, Jonathan Imai, Kelsey Koshi, David Lebowitz, Dane Matsukawa, Daniel Nakagawa, Kenneth 
Ogata, Diamond-Pony Pedro, Tyson Quisano, Ryan Safahi, Melvyn Sumer & Elizabeth Viernes] from 
ASHRAE-UHM Student Branch are currently taking Applied Thermal Engineering (a.k.a. UHM Course 
ME 417). The student branch has just elected the following officers: 

• Kelsey Koshi (president),  
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• Adam Akui (vice president),  

• Cameron Grant (secretary/treasurer)  

• David Lebowitz (public relation officer / webmaster).  

Click the student branch website [www2.hawaii.edu/~ashrae] for more information pertaining to the 
upcoming 2012 Career Fair sponsored by the ASHRAE-UHM Student Branch to be held at Holmes Hall 
(Ground Floor, Mauka side) on October 31, 2012. Companies interested to participate, please contact 
Joseph Ting at [jting@hawaii.edu]. 

Let’s welcome the student members with our “Aloha” greetings to the Hawaii Chapter and share with 
them our Ohana spirits. Mahalo nui loa! 

New Chapter Members 

The Chapter recognized our new members at the September. meeting and would like to invite them to a 
free dinner at our next meeting to be held on the 18th of October 2012.  

• Kingston Agena 

• Randee Chang 

• Jason Edward Huffman 

• Joseph Nguyen 

• Samantha Niver 

• Michael O. Silva 

RESEARCH PROMOTION – Marites Calad P.E. 

Congratulations to Dean Borges, last year’s RP Chair for raising $14,214.50 for Research 
Promotion. He reached 92% of our $15,500.00 goal. Thank you Dean!!! 
 
Our goal this year remains $15,500.00 and I look forward to working with the RP Committee to 
achieve this goal. 
 
We have the following fun RP events planned to help us reach our goal. 
 

• Wine Education Seminar (September 27, 2012) 
• Annual Volleyball Tournament (October 20, 2012) 
• Golf Tournament (May 17, 2013) 

We also hope to raise RP$$$ at our monthly membership meeting, thru sponsorships and from our 
calling campaign. 
 
We want to thank ASHRAE members and friends for supporting Research Promotion. 
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS – Michael Chang 
Aloha ASHRAE,  
 
Well, here is a quick Government Affairs report.  Since there are so many great writers and sources out there I’ll 
just point you to a few places to read in between the other 500 emails. 
 
2012 LEGISLATURE 
It feels like it just ended and we can now see 2013 coming up quick.  Here is a review by Blue Planet to get you 
caught up on what happened regarding energy last year and give you an idea of what will be coming up next year: 
http://blueplanetfoundation.org/Recent-News/Tags/Tag/hawaii.html. 
 
BUILDING CODE ACTIONS 

1. There are monthly meetings of the Hawaii Building Codes Council and all the details are captured here - 
http://hawaii.gov/dags/bcc.  Rick Beale mentioned that he is involved so we will coax a report from him 
for next month.  

• Investigative Committees: 
o Structural Provisions in 2009 IBC and 2012 IBC – Gary Chock 
o 2012 IBC – Tim Hiu 
o Elevator Codes - Clifford Smith 
o Air-Conditioned Ventilation – Jeff Eckerd 
o 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code – Gregg Serikaku 
o 2012 Energy Standards – Howard Wiig 
o 2009 State Fire Code – Socrates Bratakos 
o Training on State Building Codes – Ann Ogata-Deal 
o Fire Sprinkler Implementation – Socrates Bratakos 
o Communication and Training - Howard Wiig 
o 2011 Electrical Code  - David Lovelace 

 
2. Hawaii Energy Code – 

• In February 2012 the Hawaii State Building Code Council approved the 2009 International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) with amendments. The code sets energy efficiency requirements for 
both residential and nonresidential buildings.  Here is a link to the latest with the Hawaii Energy 
Code website hosted by DBEDT: http://energy.hawaii.gov/programs/achieving-efficiency/hawaii-
energy-building-code 

• Thanks to DBEDT for having a link to ASHRAE on their site recognizing the importance of the 
valuable standards work performed by ASHRAE and supported by our chapter. 

 
GOVERNMENT ENERGY EFFICIENCY ACTIONS 

1. State Department of Transportation –  
• Here is a presentation of current and past energy efficiency and renewable energy actions at the 

DOT - http://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/RandyGrune.pdf 
• The Airports Division Investment Grade Audit is now underway by the DOT ESPC Contractor 

Johnson Controls.  
2. State Department of Education –  

• The DOE sent out and RFI for a Development and Implementation of an Energy Efficiency and 
Sustainability Master Plan (EESMP) take a look at http://spo3.hawaii.gov/notices/notices/rfi-13-
01/getfile?filename=rfi-13-01-doe-eesmp-rfi.pdf.    The RFI outlines a plan for developing a large 

http://blueplanetfoundation.org/Recent-News/Tags/Tag/hawaii.html
http://hawaii.gov/dags/bcc
http://energy.hawaii.gov/programs/achieving-efficiency/hawaii-energy-building-code
http://energy.hawaii.gov/programs/achieving-efficiency/hawaii-energy-building-code
http://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/RandyGrune.pdf
http://spo3.hawaii.gov/notices/notices/rfi-13-01/getfile?filename=rfi-13-01-doe-eesmp-rfi.pdf
http://spo3.hawaii.gov/notices/notices/rfi-13-01/getfile?filename=rfi-13-01-doe-eesmp-rfi.pdf
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amount of Renewable Energy generation and the action to perform Energy Efficiency project 
identification for all schools. 

 
PUC ACTIONS 

1. New Commissioner   
• Lorraine Akiba has joined the PUC and brings to the team an extensive background in Law and 

Public Service. 
• John Cole, is now a private consultant and is performing work for the Hawaii Natural Energy 

Institute (HNEI) at the University of Hawaii. 
2. Chief Researcher Leaving 

• Josh Strickler has moved to Hawaii Gas.    
• Jay Griffin from HNEI will be filling the position. 

3. Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) Scenario Planning 
• The planning process for the immediate and long-term generation needs is underway.   During the 

next year there are a series of IRP meetings to assist HECO with input to the planning process. 
 Stay tuned. 

4. On-Bill Financing 
• There is a docket open to investigate the use of on-bill financing to encourage Energy Efficiency 

investments.  There is a study being conducted to review the options and the Hawaii market.  Stay 
tuned for this one too. 

 
STATE TAX OFFICE 
There is a lot of discussions regarding the Renewable Energy Tax Credit as it pertains to Solar PV.   We’ll have a 
report in a coming up newsletter. 

 
ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
While on camping trips at Malaekahana during the past year I was wondering each time why the Kahuku 
Windmills were not spinning.   Here is a Civil Beat article that has some details of the what and when that has 
been challenging this project - http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2012/08/21/16902-idle-kahuku-wind-farm-still-
costing-ratepayers/    
 
Well, that’s enough for the first article. 
 
See you next month. 
Mahalo, 
Michael 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2012/08/21/16902-idle-kahuku-wind-farm-still-costing-ratepayers/
http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2012/08/21/16902-idle-kahuku-wind-farm-still-costing-ratepayers/
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YEA ( Young Engineers of ASHRAE – Tony Rasabout 

YEA Planned Activities  
 
Being one of Joseph Ting's students from UHM, I got injected into the world of HVAC&R and continue to learn 
from him still long after finishing school.  I am currently employed by American Electric as a project 
engineer/estimator in the Controls Division where we install controls/control wiring for mechanical, industrial, 
fire alarm, and other “smart” equipment.  
 
I am very honored to be able to help with the ASHRAE Hawaii Chapter as the Young Engineers in ASHRAE 
(YEA) chair for this year.  The YEA, like the acronym suggests, is a group for us less mature professionals, a way 
to enhance our needs and membership benefits as well as a vehicle for us to get to know each other, especially if 
we all plan to stay in this industry.  Through it we can voice our thoughts and form lasting professional 
relationships through networking with those active in ASHRAE. 
 
This year I was tasked with coming up with some activities that could help bring young members closer to 
ASHRAE or even possibly bringing in new members.  Since I am not that creative, I figure we could attend other 
association’s fun events!!!  Here are the following that are tentative: 
 
(Following images/artwork is not owned by me or have been created by me and do not reflect any opinions or have any association with 
ASHRAE) 
 
 
CAR SHOW! Aikahi Classic Car Show and Cruise.  Every 1st Saturday of the Month at Aikahi Shopping Center 
Kailua, that makes it October 6th as the next one.  Show up, talk, cruise.  I will be attending these monthly. 
 
CAR SHOW!  (Starting to see a pattern?) On the roof of Honolulu Ford October 21st 2012.  Oh my! Mustangs!   
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OKTOBERFEST!  The Honolulu Shriner’s Hospital for Children is hosting a second annual Oktoberfest 
celebration party at Gordon Biersch.  This event caters to all age groups with the pau hana party on Friday, the 
main event including live bands and contest on Saturday, and Sunday is the day for the keiki! October 7 – 9th 
 
CIGAR NIGHT AT THE ROW! (Or something like that.  Not sure of the exact date for next year's event but this 
year it was in August) Tentative.  I went to this year's cigar expo and it was quite the experience.  I believe this is 
something we all can enjoy! 
 

 
 
 
I would like as many people as possible to feel comfortable enough to show up, so please, if there are any 
thoughts out there, suggest away!  We WILL be having our own YEA activities but everything will be tentative 
until I can get a gauge on what people want to do.  Please come and join me for this year's YEA events and help 
pave the way for future successful endeavors!  Contact me anytime and I look forward to meeting all of you at the 
monthly meetings. 
 
 
 
 
Tony Rasabout 
trasabout@american-electric.cc 
808-330-5730 
 

 

 

mailto:trasabout@american-electric.cc
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TECHNOLOGY AWARDS – Mofazzal Mir 
 

Congratulations to Barry Jim On, P.E., and Min Zhong, P.E. for 2011 Society 
Honorable Mention: Commercial Buildings, Existing category for their Solar Thermal 
Retrofit of SSFM offices. See this month’s (Sept 2012) ASHRAE Journal for the 
project write-up. 

 

For 2012 Region X congratulations to the Hawaii Chapter entries: 

• Beall & Associates' Kukui'ula Project recognized with a 4th Place Award (Commerical Buildings - New) 
• Mechanical Engineers of Hawaii Corporation's USS Arizona Memorial Visitor's Center Building 

Project recognized with a 1st Place Award (Public Assembly - New)   MEH’s project will be moving on to 
the Society Level competition. 

 

September Meeting Presentation Summary – Kevin Luoma P.E. 
Main Presentation Follow-up: 

 
Harmonics and Variable Speed Drive Systems 

 
Mike Tibbets gave the main presentation of the evening which dealt with the adverse affects of 
harmonics within a building from variable speed drive systems and the basis for limiting 
harmonics as described in IEEE Std 519. 
 
Initially Mr. Tibbets discussed some of the adverse systems that occur within buildings if there 
are potential harmonics issues and then went to describe what harmonics are and how they are 
created.  These system issues included: 
 

• Transformer overload and audible noise. 
• Tripping of serial relays and circuit breakers. 
• Motor overheating and torque oscillations in the rotor leading to mechanical resonance and 

vibration. 
• Overheating of cables and insulation stress. 
• Overheating of transformers and insulation stress 
• Breakdown of electronic equipment like printers and personal computers. 

 
Harmonic distortion is a form of electrical pollution that can cause problems if the sum of the 
harmonic currents increase above certain limits resulting in distortion in the electrical system.  
The harmonics are created by non-linear loads connected to the power distribution system.  One 
of the main cause on non-linear loads is variable speed drives but other causes include 
computers, electronic lighting, welding supplies and UPS’s.  
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The final portion of the presentation was a how to prevent harmonics from a variable speed 
drive.  The main method to prevent the issue would be to provide a 5% input line reactor with the 
VFD.  In addition, if there are very large drives within a system a harmonic filter could be used. 
 
For additional information on this subject matter and to receive a white paper on the issue feel 
free to contact Mike Tibbetts. 
 
mtibbitt@transcoil.com 
www.transcoil.com     
 

Do’s and Don’ts Presentation Follow-up 
Utilizing Evacuated Tube Solar Collectors to Precondition OA within a Liquid 

Desiccant Air Conditioning Unit 
The Do’s and Don’ts presentation was presented by Melissa White and Rocky Mould of Lumen 
Solar, the local supplier of Evacuated Tube Solar Collectors in Hawaii.  The main topic of 
discussion was how the solar collectors supplied by their company was utilized with a Liquid 
Desiccant Air Conditioning Unit to provide dry outside air (OA) to the HVAC system at the Whole 
Food in Kailua.   
 
Initially Mellissa and Rocky discussed how Evacuated Tube Solar Collectors work detailing the 
specific orientation the solar collectors should be installed at, how they are more effective at 
achieving higher hot water temperatures than traditional flat plate solar collectors and the 
relative cost comparison between evacuated tube solar collectors and flat plate solar panels.  
After that, Mellissa and Rocky described how the solar collectors were incorporated in the Whole 
Foods HVAC system and interior space conditions that resulted from this. 
 
For more information on Evacuated Tube Solar Collectors feel free to contact Melissa and Rocky 
by email or go to their website. 
melissawhite@lumensolar.net 
rockymould@lumensolar.net 
www.lumensolar.net 

 
 

 

mailto:mtibbitt@transcoil.com
mailto:melissawhite@lumensolar.net
mailto:rockymould@lumensolar.net
http://www.lumensolar.net/
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR – William “Bill” Lee, P.E., F.P.E. 
 

Remember when the chapter newsletters were mailed out every month, I can only 
imagine the amount of effort it took to write, edit, reproduce, and mail out. ( Thanks 
Alex Tang for the years of effort) I have it easy in comparison.  

The new year for ASHRAE Hawaii has begun with great start.  September’s meeting 
had terrific attendance at the new meeting place – Da Kitchen (food was ono), and 
really good Do’s and Don’ts (Melissa White and Rocky Moulds of Lumen Solar LLC) 
and Technical speaker Mike Tibbitts of TCI ( there is definitely a reason we all became 
mechanical engineers and not electricals). See the meeting summaries that are 
included in this issue if you missed the meeting.  

 Behind the scenes there is a lot of hard work going on – thanks to all who made it 
happen.  This year’s meetings will continue to be excellent and worthwhile. Plan on 
attending the next meeting in October, or getting together a volleyball team for the 
volleyball tournament.  If you have a job opening at your company, technical article, 
project of interest, or suggestion please let me know so we can add to our newsletter. 

 ( leeb@coffman.com ) 

Make note of the upcoming meetings (Note: the meetings have been changed to the 
3rd Thursday of the month): 

 
October :   
• Do's and Don'ts – Induction Beam Systems by Lawrence Ahn of Carrier Hawaii 
• Main Technical Presentation - Seismic bracing requirements per the newly 

adopted IBC 2006 and ASCE/SEI code 

• Technical Tour – C-More Hall – Oct. 24th 
• Volleyball Tournament – Oct. 20th 
• UHM Student Career Fair – Oct. 31st 

 
November: 
• Do's and Don'ts - Industrial Air Filtration by David J. Matier 
• Main Technical Presentation - Current status of the Honolulu Seawater Company 

 
 

mailto:leeb@coffman.com
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December: 

• Christmas Party 
 

January: 
 
• Do’s and Don’ts - TBA 
• Main Technical Presentation – Sustainable Strategies for Four Different Bldgs by 

Daniel Nall of Flak & Kurtz 
• Technical Tour – Cancer Center 
• Family Hike 
 
February: 
• Do’s and Don’ts - TBA 
• Main Technical Presentation – Data Center Cooling and Cloud Technologies by 

Carl Mullen of DRFortress 
 
March: 

• Technical Seminar 
• Refrigeration Technical Tour 

 
April: 

• Do’s and Don’ts - TBA 
• Main Technical Presentation – Tom Phoenix, P.E., Ashrae Society Treasurer 

 
May: 

• Do’s and Don’ts - TBA 
• Main Technical Presentation – UHM Student Presentations 

 
May/June: 

• New Officer’s Installation Banquet 
 
Other things in the works: 
• Golf tournament 

 
Stay tuned for details 
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September Board of Governors Meeting  
 

               
Pres. Kevin Saito conducting BOG mtg   BOG working hard 

               
Scott LaBeau, Melissa White, Joseph Ting, Dean Oakley                     Chapter Secretary -   Donna Kishi 

 
Past President Paul Scott volunteering for more work 
 



 Page 22 

 
September Chapter Meeting 

   
Attendance Chairs – Melissa White and Rocky Moulds checking in people 

 
Ono food at Da Kitchen 
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Rocky Moulds and Melissa White presenting Do’s and Donts 

 
Attentive audience 
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Do's and Don'ts Session  

 
Spellbound Audience 

 
Melissa White, Rocky Moulds, and Program Chair Kevin Luoma 

Melissa White, Rocky Moulds, and Program Chair Kevin Luoma 
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Main Speaker - Mike Tibbitts  

 
Mike Tibbitts and  Kevin Luoma  

 
Past President Paul Scott Appreciated  
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Kevin Saito pinning Scotty - Ouch  

 
Man Mile Award from 2012 CRC  

 
Dean Borges - Appreciation plaque from 2011 for being RP chair 
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2012 CRC - CTTC award  

 
Kevin Saito and Dean Oakley  
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